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Tips for Counselors 



Tips for Counselors 

• Hold workshops  

• Provide resources 

• Organize workload and materials 

• Encourage and coach students 

• Tracking sheets for deliverables 

 

 

 

 

Your Turn!- Share a Best 
Practice with Colleague and 

then with our group! 



School Choice Considerations 



School Choice 

Cost 

Transferable 
credits 

Average time 
to degree 

Job  
placement 

rates 

Location 

Size 

Major 

Other? 



Considerations 

• It’s not just about the sticker price. 

• Consider community/junior college. 

• Consider personal fit. 

• Consider longer-term goals. 

 

 

 

 



Scholarships 



The Search 



Where To Look 

• Guidance counselor 

• Financial aid office 

• Service organizations, employers, etc. 

• Web resources 
• Scholarship search engines 

• General web searches with key terms 
 “scholarships for Minnesota”  

 “undergraduate scholarship”  

 “scholarship 2013 .pdf”  

 “Scholarships for women”  

 “scholarship lists” 

 

 

 



Search Tips 

• Skip the name (it’s meaningless).  

• Look for “eligibility” or “requirements” on the web 

page or the scholarship application. 

• Read the scholarship and organization 

description. 

• Read the entire scholarship application. 

• THEN, and only then, determine if you qualify. 

 



It’s a Yes! 

Assume that you 
QUALIFY for 
the scholarship 

and look for 
things that would 
DISQUALIFY 

you..  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Application Basics 

• Type or very neatly print on the application. 

• Always type your essay and other required 

documents. 

• Avoid colored fonts. 

• Presentation is everything! 

• Postmark vs. Deadline – apply on time. 

• Unless otherwise told…. 
• Use a 9x12 envelope for mailing. 

• Include a CV or resume with your application. 

 



Letters of Recommendation 

• Ask the right person. 

• Ask 3-4 weeks before the deadline. 

• Always ask for two or more. 

• Provide your CV/resume. 

• Provide info on the scholarship. 

• Read the letter. 

• Have a backup. 

• Use letterhead.  

 



The Judges & Organizations 

• Scholarship judges are real people. 

• They are judging on a rubric.  

• They want to feel connected to students. 

• They want someone aligned with the values of 

the organization. 

• The organization loves stories they can use for 

marketing. 

 



Talking with the Financial Aid 

Office 



What To Talk About 

• The institution’s financial aid application process. 
• Just one application? Multiple applications? 

• Centralized or through departments? 

• Deadlines? 

• Different scholarships for new vs. returning students? 

• Are they guaranteed? Can they be renewed? What’s 

the process? 

 

• Any special circumstances. 
• Job loss, significant health care expenses, K-12 

school expenses, etc. 

 



How To Talk 

• When possible, the student should be the active 

participant. 

 

• This is not a negotiation. 

 

• It is okay to sincerely ask if there are any other 

options available to help students attend that 

particular institution. 



Avoiding Scams 



Beware of Scams 

• If you have to pay  money, it is probably a 

scam 

• Use of the unclaimed scholarship myth is 

another scam 

• Never invest more than a postage stamp 

to get information about a scholarship.  



Resources 



US Department of ED 



Mark Kantrovitz –Reference #44 

Special thanks to Mark Kantrowitz, a 
nationally-recognized expert on student 
financial aid and scholarships, Publisher 
of Edvisors Network, and author of the 
Amazon.com bestseller Secrets to 
Winning a Scholarship, for sharing this 
presentation with us today.  



SALTmoney.org 



Questions 

 


